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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 9, 12, 14-16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jang et al. Jang discloses that a dishwasher comprising a pump, spraying system, and 
water distributor capable of random patterns was conventional at the time of invention. 
More specifically, Jang shows a spray arm 1b that contains individual water nozzles 4a 
and 5a. After a pump delivers water to the spray arm, it reaches a container in which 
ball valve 6a is located. Based on water pressure and rotational forces, ball valve 6a 
will either block nozzle 4a or 5a. Jang admits that this causes an irregular pattern of 
shutting off the nozzle ports, which is readable on a random manner. The ball valve is 
located within a chamber like cage that includes a depression (figure 4). Nozzles 4a 
and 5a each have guide paths that can be restricted by the ball valve disposed on 
respective sides of the depression. Jang does not teach that nozzles 4a and 5a are 
groups of nozzles. However this is not considered to be a patentable feature as it would 
only require duplicating the outlets of nozzles 4a and 5a to result at the claimed 
invention. Duplication of parts was held to have been obvious. St. Regis Paper Co. v. 
Beemis Co. Inc. 193 USPQ 8, 1 1 (1977); In re Harza 124 USPQ 378 (CCPA 1960). 
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Furthermore, multiple spray nozzles on a single spray arm are conventional (see figures 
1 and 2). 

3. Claims 9-16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Favret 
in view of Jang et al. Favret discloses a dishwashing machine with improved spray 
arms. The spray arms contain at least two sets of plural nozzles (items 10 and 12). A 
water distribution device, regulating the pathway of the water emitted by pump 13, is 
located in a rotational axis of the nozzle arm (see figures 2 and 3) as well as the supply 
conduit. However, the device of Favret does not deliver water in a random manner, as 
it relies on the water pressure which is controlled by the pump. Jang, as stated above, 
teaches a water distribution device that provides water to nozzles in a random manner. 
The device comprises a ball located within a cage. The cage has a depression. Guide 
paths to the nozzles are located on respective sides of the depression (figure 4). It 
would have been obvious at the time of the invention to modify Favret and include the 
distribution mechanism taught by Jang, in order to provide random flow to both nozzle 
paths. Furthermore, it is considered to be obvious to substitute one known distribution 
design with another as long as both were known at the time of invention, as they 
achieve predictable results to one of ordinary skill. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON HECKERT whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2702. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Friday, 9:00 - 5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571)272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Barr/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 1792 


JMH 


